132 no blind AustropMle. He put first, and always first, the
claims of Poland. He was a nationalist and wanted a
Polish, army on Polish soil for an independent Poland.
Later lie would be ready to play the Partitioning Pow-
ers off, one against another. He did not trust their
promises.
He thought of himself as Austria's ally, not her
slave, not her abject subject. The Austrian military
authorities, on the contrary, wanted to include the Le-
gions as an auxiliary force, or—a second suggestion—
as part of the Landsturm (reserves). Pilsudski would
have neither. He would accept no humiliating terms,
he would agree to no political conditions, even though
he knew that his refusal meant a most unsatisfactory
equipment for his men. Better preserve their moral
strength, he felt, at the sacrifice of material things—and
yet, how necessary for the business in hand the material
things were!
Pilsudski and the Legions created a difficult problem
for the Austrians. They were a small force whose claims
to be a wholly separate group disturbed the unity of
the imperial army. Compared with the vast numbers en-
gaged in this general European war, they looked ridicu-
lously small and unimportant. In the first rush, the
military authorities were much too busy to pay atten-
tion to such a little troop. There were some Austrian
officers who saw in the Polish, enthusiasm a decided
advantage for their side. It was possible that they might
rouse the Poles in Russia to rebel against the czar. To
others with the typical rigid military mind, the Legions'
claims seemed absurd and extravagant. There was irri-
tation on both sides and the friction grew.
The Austrians complained that Pilsudski was far too
independent. Some of them called him "an uncertain
quantity." They said he was an ardent nationalist, in-
stead of putting first the interests of the Austrian em-
pire. They considered him an irregular, at the head of

